Arthur F. Lawrence
December 20, 1928 - April 11, 2013

ATHENS, GEORGIA - Arthur F. Lawrence, 84, passed away on April 11, 2013 at Athens
Regional Medical Center in Athens, Georgia. He was born on December 20, 1928 in
Newark, New Jersey to Frederick and Vilette Overly Lawrence. Art grew up in Bennington,
Vermont and attended Clark School in Vermont. As a young man, he developed a love of
the outdoors; snow skiing and hiking extensively in the mountains of Vermont. Art
attended Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts where he received a
Bachelors degree in Electrical Engineering in 1952. While at Northeastern, he was a
member of Phi Gamma Pi fraternity. He met Barbara Hunter, a nurse at New England
Deaconess Hospital and they married in 1952. Their first daughter, Sue, was born prior to
the family's relocation to New Mexico where Art was employed at Sandia Laboratory.
While in New Mexico, Art and several friends joined together to form the Albuquerque Ski
Club. Together, they started and built the Sandia Peak Ski Area. In 1956, a second
daughter, Martha was born in Albuquerque. Art and his family relocated to Pennsylvania in
1960 and resided in Jenkintown. He worked at B&F Instruments in Philadelphia until he
was recruited to join MTS Systems as sales engineer. His success at MTS brought about
further career challenges when he was asked to develop the company’s market in the
Midwest. The family relocated to Michigan in 1971. There, he and Barbara were active in
their neighborhood and church and Barbara practiced as a public Health Nurse for
Oakland County. Art and Barbara retired, eventually moving to Maine to be closer to their
children and grandchildren. Art became active in their new community of Greene, where
he served in town government for many years. They joined High Street Congregational
Church where Art's talents were tapped for the Finance and Building Committees. Art and
Barbara became very active in UCC life in Auburn, joining the West Auburn
Congregational Church. Grandson Andrew grew up under Art and Barbara's loving
influence. Art's projects, tinkering, imagination and patience were a constant source of
support and encouragement for Andrew, who chose to follow in his grandfather’s footsteps
and obtain a degree in Engineering after his high school graduation. Art shared his love of
the outdoors with his family, camping and hiking in the Southwest, skiing and sailing
whenever the opportunity arose. He was the earliest of converts to computing and
maintained active interests in programming and information technology throughout his life.

Art was a steadfast husband to Barbara for 53 years, until her death from cancer in 2006.
He remained active in his church community and through it, met Sarah Andersen, a
source of great joy. They married in 2007 and actively sought adventures during their new
life. In 2011, Art and Sarah moved to Athens, Georgia, nearer their children, where they
quickly became active in life at the the First Presbyterian Church of Athens, the Athens
Community Council on Aging and Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. Prior to leaving
Maine, Art was honored by the town of Greene, Maine as Grand Master during the Town's
225th centennial. Art was preceeded in death by his parents and first wife, Barbara. He is
survived by his wife Sarah, daughters Sue Lawrence and her husband Larry Morris,
Martha Lawrence and her husband Robert McArthur, and brother John Lawrence of
Ogden, Utah. His grandchildren Arthur Morris, his wife Ashley and great grandson Mason,
granddaughter Laura Morris reside in Atlanta. Grandson Andrew Lawrence Kary and his
wife Erinn Francis Kary are currently serving as Peace Corps Volunteers in Lesotho.
Granddaughter Julia Lawrence McArthur is finishing 8th grade in Athens. Art's
stepchildren, Mark Andersen, Paul Andersen and Martha Buffardi and their spouses
reside in Texas, Maine, and Georgia. A memorial service will be held at First Presbyterian
Church of Athens, 185 E. Hancock Ave, Athens, Georgia 30601 on Monday, April 15th, at
1:30 pm. A reception will be held at the church after the service. Burial will follow at the
Old Bennington Church, Bennington, Vermont in summer 2013. In lieu of flowers the
family requests memorial donations be made to the First Presbyterian Church of Athens
(building fund), West Auburn Congregational Church (Auburn, Maine), or the Jeannette
Rankin Foundation. Online condolences and sharing of memories may be expressed at
www.lynchbrothers.com

Comments

“

All of us at the Auburn Public Library were shocked and grieved to learn that we have
lost Arthur. He, like Sarah, was one of those people who are so engaged and vibrant
that one feels they will always be there. Although Arthur and Sarah left Maine to
move closer to family in Georgia, their presence has always been felt here in the
Library that they supported in so many ways. They were like family to us too, and we
greeted their visits back to Maine with great joy. Thanks to them both for sharing their
light with us, and our love and condolences to Sarah and the entire family.

Lynn Lockwood - April 16, 2013 at 11:21 AM

“

One less good and true heart in this world. Quiet, kind, humorous, helpful and a great
skier. Much condolences to Arthurs family and friends. We are all better people for
knowing Art.

George & Mary Anne Courbron - April 16, 2013 at 08:37 AM

“

Mr. Lawrence will be dearly missed by all of us on staff at Jeannette Rankin Women's
Scholarship Fund - his impromptu visits, eagerness to volunteer when we needed
help, heartfelt kindness to each of us, and a smile that brought us all joy!

Pat Reagan - April 15, 2013 at 09:45 AM

“

Paul and Julie our deepest sympathy to you and your family on your loss

Norm & Jan St Pierre - April 15, 2013 at 09:21 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you during this difficult time. May your sorrow
be gentle.

Opal Haley - April 14, 2013 at 02:04 PM

“

Dear Sarah & Art's Family. I am So Very Sadden to hear of Art's Death. He was a
Wonderful Man and I'm so Glad I got to know you both before you moved to Georgia.
You are in My thoughts and Prayers! Hugs! Fondly, Randall Pond. Member of High
Street Congregational Church and the Church Choir.

Randall F. Pond - April 14, 2013 at 01:24 AM

“

We will miss Art so much. We enjoyed the days we had with him and Sarah, working
side by side in the garden. Thoughts are with the family.

Brian and Amy Mousseau - April 13, 2013 at 10:53 PM

“

Dear Sarah and other members of Art's family, We were deeply saddened to learn of
Art's passing. We know this is a tremendous loss for all of you, and we feel it is also
a tremendous loss for the world. Art was a wonderful person, and we are grateful to
have had the opportunity to get to know him. We hope your memories of Art will be a
source of comfort now and joy forever. We will remember him with respect and
fondness.

Roland and Sandy Adams - April 13, 2013 at 03:37 PM

“

Sara, We are so sorry to hear of Arthur's death. He was a wonderful and fascinating
man. I am glad you had as much time together as you did. You and the family are in
our prayers. We know that Arthur was greeted into Heaven with a warm welcome!

Peg and Reg Thayer - April 13, 2013 at 03:24 PM

“

Hi, Sarah: Please accept my sympathy on the death of Art. I enjoyed knowing him
while I was employed at the Auburn Public Library. I remember when he would come
in and share his knowledge of computers.

sharon mcgilvery - April 13, 2013 at 03:05 PM

“

Dear Sarah,Martha and Robert. Arthur was a pleasure to know and care for. I pray
you all all faring well. I think of you all often

Darleen Miller - April 13, 2013 at 09:38 AM

